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SUBJECT: PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT TO VENEZUELAN CHARTERED 
VESSELS 

1 . VENEZUELAN AGENTS OF AMERICAN FLAG LINES HAVE INFORMED 
US THAT THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS ISSUED A CIRCULAR TO 
THE PORT SERVICE AUTHORITY ORDERING BERTH PREFERENCE TO 
VESSELS: (1) VENEZUELAN GOVERNMENT-OWNED (16 IN NUMBER); 

(2) VENEZUELAN CHARTERED OF ANY FLAG (32 IN NUMBER); 

(3) PRIVATE VENEZUELAN FLAG; (4) OTHER FOREIGN FLAG. 

THIS ORDER WAS PUT INTO EFFECT LAST WEEK AT A TIME WHEN 
THERE WERE 72 VESSELS WAITING BERTH SPACE AT THE THREE 
MAJOR VENEZUELAN PORTS. 

2. THIS POLICY HAS CAUSED VENEZUELAN AGENTS OF NON- 
VENEZUELAN LINES TO HAVE SERIOUS DOUBTS AS TO THEIR 
ABILITY TO OBTAIN BERTH SPACE WITHIN A REASONABLE PERIOD 
OF TIME. EACH TIME ANOTHER HIGHER PRIORITY VESSEL 
ARRIVES IT PUSHES AMERICAN AND OTHER THIRD COUNTRY VESSELS 
BACK FARTHER ON THE WAITING LIST. FOR EXAMPLE. ONE VESSEL 
RECENTLY WAS RANKED ELEVENTH IN LINE FOR BERTH SPACE. 

THE NEXT DAY, AFTER THE SAILING OF TWO VESSELS, THE LOW- 
PRIORITY VESSEL IN QUESTION ACTUALLY LOST GROUND TO POSITION 
NUMBER TWELVE. THE U.S. SANTA ANNA ARRIVED SEP. 8 AND 
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SEP. 24. 

3. COMMERCIAL ATTACHE DISCUSSED MATTER WITH MARIANO TIRADO, 
CHIEF OF TRANSPORTATION DIVISION. MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS. TIRADO IS OF THE OPINION THAT THERE IS NO 
INTERNATIONAL ACCORD WHICH GUARANTEES PORT USAGE ON A 
"FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED" BASIS, BUT HE AGREES THAT 

MOST PORTS OPERATE IN THIS MANNER, AS VENEZUELA HAS 
IN THE PAST. TIRADO STATED THAT THIS NEW SYSTEM OF 
PRIORITIES (AS DELINEATED IN PARAGRAPH ONE OF THIS 
MESSAGE) HAS GENERATED COMPLAINTS FROM SEVERAL EMBASSIES. 

4. THE EMBASSY IS INVESTIGATING THE POSSIBILITY THAT A 

LEGAL BASIS EXISTS UNDER VENEZUELAN CODES AND DECREES FOR THE 
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATION S CIRCULAR. 

5. BOTH BRITISH AND JAPANESE ECONOMIC COUNSELORS 
HAVE EXPRESSED CONCERN REGARDING NEW PRIORITIES 
INASMUCH AS THE LARGE NUMBER OF VESSELS NOW UNDER 
CHARTER TO VENEZUELAN FLAG LINES GREATLY EXACERBATE 
DELAYS ENCOUNTERED BY THEIR MERCHANT VESSELS AS WELL. 
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